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Objection : 'Avidya vishayatva' (nescience as object)
has been maintained for 'anatman9 (not-self). Anything
that manifests or reveals or brings its nature because of
something else, is the object of the latter. Then how can
there be an object for 'avidya' ?

Reply : Due to 'ajnana9 there arises an 'avarana' for
the object (the anatman). Ajnana cannot be taken to be
envaloping (the avarna of) the self, for it cannot hide it or
illumine it. There is no 'pramana' to show that it enve-
lopes ; and that it envelopes is inconsistent with its nature-
and function. Admiting that 'ajnana9 is only 'vishayava,
raka' (enveloping the object) how do we know that it exists?
When we know that this is a blue pot, the 'avarna9 has cea-
sed to evist for the pot ; and it is then impossible to know
the 'avarana'. When we do not know that this is a blue pot,
we cannot know the 'avarana'.

Objection : Since we apprehend the object now, we
can assume that it'was 'avrita' prior to this moment.

Reply : But in the case of 'dhaaravaahika jnana'
we find that the object cognised in the second or third mo-
ment is also cognised in the first or the preceeding moment.

Objection : But in so far as it is known at this-mo-
ment, is there not the non-aporehension prior to this mo-
ment ?

Reply : No. first we have the cognition and we know
that it is a blue plot. Here we do not become aware of our
prior non-apprehension of the object. This awareness comes
only later on.